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[The following passage from Daniel George MorhofF, fourteen years after
Dryden's Essay, which is referred to by Ulrici (ShabspearSs JDramatisc/ie
Kunstt 1874, Part 3, p. 183) as the first mention of Shakespere by a
German writer, is interesting in connection with the above extract.
"Der John Dryden hat gar \voll und gelahrt von der Dramatic^ Pocst
geschrieben. Die Engellander die er hierin anfiihrt sein Shakespeare, Fletcher^
Beaumont von welchen ich nichts gesehen habe. Ben, Johnson hat gar viel
geschrieben, welcher meines erachtens kein geringes Lob verdienet"
Unterricht von der Teutschen Sprache und /IwwV, dtren
Uhnprung, Fortgang und Lehrsateen. A7<r/, 1682,
Cap. IV, Von der Engellander Fosterey^ /. 250.
("John Dryden has well and learnedly written of Dramatic Poesie. The
English whom he quotes therein are Shakespeare, Fletcher, Beaumont* of
whom I have seen nothing. Ben Johnson has written a great deal which in
my judgment deserves no small praise,")
Shakespere was early Ij^iown abroad; three of his plays, now in Zurich
library, were brought over by the Swiss, J, R. HC&S, who was in England
in 1614; and Hamlet^ King Lear, and Romeo <2r* Juliet were actt'd at
Dresdeh by the Endfllsh comedians in 1626, as appears by a list of plays
performed,by tbeiMn that year. Much curious and interesting inA>nnaticn
on the comi)anies/c)f English Actors in Germany and the Netherlands, in
i            mf^m^^ v
the roth anoTp*/th centuries, is given in Albert Cohn's SfiaJt&flearc in
Germany, 1865 (seo the foregoing facts on pp. xx, cxv), and since the publi-
cation of his work roCent discoveries in the Minute books of Cologne shew
that English actorsjappeared in that city in several different years between
1592 and i6i2.ysee Dr. L, Knnen's articles in the &<nit-Afl*eiger
Kb'lnischen Zgtfungt Nov. 17, 20, 21, and 22, 1877, L. T. S.]